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Abraham  Lincoln's 
Contemporaries 

Stephen  A.  Douglas 
Correspondence  Discovered 

in  1931 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


DOUGLAS  DATA 
FOUND  IN  BARN 


Letters  Indicate   Civil  War 
Avoidance  Possible 


Editor    Writing  Biography 
of  Famous  Senator 


He  Declares  Middle  Group's 
Views  Not  Chronicled 


CHATTANOOGA  (Tenn.)  April 
23.  (/P) — Discovery  ill  a  barn  of 
more  than  20,000  letters  to  and 
from  Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  an- 
nounced by  George  Port  Milton  to- 
day, the  one  hundred  and  eight- 
eenth anniversary  of  Douglas's 
birth. 

Mr.  Milton,  editor  of  the  Chatta- 
nooga News,  who  is  engaged  in 
writing  a  biography  of  Douglas, 
said  that  the  correspondence  indi- 
cated that  had  the  Illinois  states- 
man been  elected  President  in  1860 
instead  of  Abraham  Lincoln  "The 
Civil  War  would  have  been  post- 
poned, and  possibly  altogether 
averted." 

Finding  of  the  correspondence  in 
an  old  box  in  a  barn  at  the  home 
of  one  of  Douglas's  grandsons, 
Robert  Dick  Douglas  in  Greensboro, 
N.  C,  was  described  by  Mr.  Milton 


RENO'S  SHERIFF  BORED 
BY  NEW  YORK  NIGHT  LIFE 


NEW  YORK,  April  23.  (JP)— 
The  "law  of  Reno" — Sheriff 
Trathen  of  Washoe  county,  Ne- 
vada— has  come  to  town  to  see 
New  York's  night  life,  and  so 
far  it  has' left  him  cold. 

This  morning,  when  he  an- 
swered the  phone  at  his  hotel, 
he  said  he  had  been  unim- 
pressed with  his  first  night's  ob- 
servations. 

"I  went  for  a  walk,"  he  said. 
"I  don't  remember  where  I 
went.  Then  I  retired  early.  What 
is  this  night-life  business,  any- 
way?" 

"I  don't  aim  to  boast,"  said 
the  Sheriff,  "and  I'm  not  deny- 
ing that  this  is  some  town.  I 


even  hear  there  are  some  'float- 
ing' crap  games  hereabouts. 
That's  no  way  to  run  a  crap 
game.  Out  in  Reno,  where  le- 
galized gambling  has  been  in 
effect  three  weeks,  we've  got  real 
crap  games.  You  can  shoot  the 
works,  and  the  State  collects  the 
licenses. 

"Of  course,  I  haven't  exactly 
gotten  used  to  it  all  yet,"  the 
Sheriff  said.  "Before  they  legal- 
ized things  I  wasn't  supposed  to 
go  into  a  gambling  den.  Now  I've 
got  to  drop  in  regularly  to  see 
everything  is  according  to  law. 
Sometimes  they  take  out  licenses 
for  only  three  crap  tables  and 
then  they  run  in  five  on  me. 
That  isn't  right." 


as  "certainly  one  of  the  two  or 
three  most  important  discoveries  of 
source  material  for  the  history  of 
America  in  the  nineteenth  century 
which  has  been  made  in  recent 
years." 

"In  the  past,"  said  Mr.  Milton, 
"much  of  our  history  of  the  twi- 
light years  immediately  preceding 
the  Civil  War  has  been  written 
from  ultrapoints  of  view.  Either  it 
has  been  a  product  of  the  New  Eng- 
land school  of  historians,  with  a 
consequent  overemphasis  upon  the 
abolitionist  attitude;  or  it  has  come 
from  the  counter-balancing  extreme 
southern  school,  devoting  its  enr 
ergies  with  equal  zeal  and  probably 
with  equal  truth  to  painting  a  pic- 


ture of  an  united  south,  rushing  to 
arms  to  champion  certain  gossamar 
theories  of  State  sovereignty. 

"The  Douglas  letters  reveal  the 
existence  of  a  strong  Union  senti- 
ment throughout  the  South  as  late 
as  April  15,  1861,  and  important 
figures  from  throughout  the  States 
of  the  new  confederacy  kept  writing 
Douglas  in  piteous  appeal  that  he 
work  out  a  plan  of  compromise 
which  would  maintain  both  the 
Union  and  peace. 

"A  reading  of  Douglas's  corre- 
spondence leads  to  the  almost  in- 
escapable conclusion  that  the  Civil 
War  was  an  avoidable  war,  had 
only  there  been  enough  statesman- 
ship north  and  south  to  do  so." 


GETS  20,000  LETTERS 
OF  STEPHEN  A.  DOUGLAS 

\i  t  {  J' 

George  F.  Milton  Says  Find  in 
Barn  Shows  Civil  War  Might 
Have  Been  Averted. 

 &  7  I  i 

CHATTANOOGA,  April/  23  fUF).~ 
Discovery  in  a  barn  of  mora  than 
20,000  letters  to  and  from  Stephen  A. 
Douglas  was  announced  by  George 
Fort  Milton  today,  the  118th  anniver- 
sary of  Douglas's  birth. 

Mr.  Milton,  editor  of  The  Chatta- 
nooga News,  who  is  writing  a  biog- 
raphy of  Douglas,  said  that  the  cor- 
! reepondence  indicated  that  had  the 
j  Illinois  statesman  been  elected  Presi- 
i  dent  in  1860  instead  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, "the  Civil  War  would  have  been 
j  postponed,  and  possibly  altogether 
averted." 

Mr.  Milton  also  is  the  author  of 
"The  Age  of  Hate,"  a  biography  of 
Andrew  Johnson. 

Finding  of  the  correspondence  in 
an  old  box  in  a  barn  at  the  home 
of  one  of  Douglas's  grandsons,  Rob- 
ert Dick  Douglas,  in  Greensboro, 
N.  C,  was  described  by  Mr.  Milton 
as  "certainly  one  of  the  two  or  three 
most  important  discoveries  of  source 
material  for  the  history  of  America 
in  the  nineteenth  century  which  has 
been  made  in  recent  years." 

Mr.  Milton  has  just  concluded  read- 
ing the  new  letters,  as  well  as  con- 
siderable other  Douglas  correspon- 
dence, and  he  says  that  their  perusal 
leads  "to  the  conclusion  that  in  all 
probability  the  Civil  War  was  an 
avoidable  war." 

A  similar  opinion,  with  the  view  1 
that    Douglas    likely    would    have  ! 
averted  the  conflict,  was  presented 
by  Edgar  Lee  Masters  in  his  recent  j 
volume  on  Lincoln. 


20,000  Letters 
From  Stephen  A. 
Douglas  Discovered  | 

CHATTANOOGA.  Term..  April  'n.  ' 
— (A.P.) —  Discovery  in  a  barn  of  , 
more  than  2(1,1)00  letters  to  and  from  j 
Htephen  A.  Douglas  was  announced  , 
by  George  J''ort  Milton  today,  the  1 
118th  anniversary  of  Douglas'  birth,  ' 
Mr.  Milton,  editor  of  the  Chatta-  | 
nooga  News,  who  is  engaged  in  writ-  j 
lug  a  biography  of  Douglas,  said 
that  tli  o  correspondence  indicated 
thai  had  the  Illinois  statesman  been  | 
elected  President  in  I860  instead  of, 
Abraham  Lincoln  "the  Civil  War! 
would  have  been  postponed  and  i>os-  | 
sibly  altogether  averted." 

Finding  of  the  correspondence  in  | 
an  old  box  in  a  barn  at  the  homo  of  j 
one  of  Douglas'  grandsons,   Robert  i 
Dick  Douglas,  In  Grccnboro,  N.  C,  | 
was  described  by  Mr.  Milton  as  "cer- 
lainly  one  of  the  two  or  three  most 
important  discoveries  of  source  ma- 
Iterial  for  the  History  of  America  in 
the   nineteenth    century   which  has 
been  made  in  recent  years."  | 

"The  Douglas  letters."  Mr.  Milton 
said  "reveal  the  existence  of  a 
strong  union  sentiment  throughout 
the  South,  as  late  as  April  15,  IS 61, 
and  important  figures  from  through- 
out the  states  of  the  new  confederacy 
kept  writing  Douglas  in  piteous  ap- 
peal that  he  w  ork  out  a  plan  of  com-  | 
promise  which  would  maintain  both  | 
the  L'nion  and  peace.  i 

"A  reading  of  Douglas'  corres-  j 
pondeuce  leads  to  the  almost  ines-  | 
capable  conclusion  that  the  Civil  \ 
War  was  an  avoidable  war.  had  only 
j  there  been  enough  statesmanship  i 
1  North  and  South  to  do  so,"'  ' 


DOUGLAS  AND  THE  WAR 
Unpublished  correspondence  of 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Illinois  Senator  and 
unsuccessful  candidate  for  President  in 
1860,  is  being  hailed  by  a  Chattanooga 
publisher  as  proving  that  the  Civil  War, 
or  the  War  Between  the  States,  as  they 
prefer  to  call  it  in  Chattanooga,  was 
avoidable  and  would  have  been  avoided 
had  there  been  sufficient  statesmanship 
North  and  South  at  the  time.  It  hardly 
needed  Douglas's  correspondence  to 
prove  this;  it  is  a  self-evident  fact. 

Figuring  out  ways  in  which  both  ! 
sides  in  that  struggle  could  have  been 
placated  may  be  good  mental  exercise, 
but  it  is  singularly  futile.  None  of  them 
was  adopted  and  the  conflict  took  place. 
Most  of  them  are  based  on  the  well- 
known  fact  that  hindsight  is  better  than 
foresight.  It  is  a  good  deal  easier  to  say 
that  such  and  such  action  would  have 
prevented  the  Civil  War,  than  it  would 
have  been  to  get  such  action  adopted  at 
the  time. 

In  any  event,  it  is  not  likely  that 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  could  have  con- 
tributed materially  to  stilling  the  con- 
flict. His  plan  of  "squatter  sovereignty" 
— that  of  letting  each  territory  decide 
whether  or  not  it  would  permit  slavery 
as  it  came  to  Statehood — was  rejected  at 
the  time  after  full  discussion  and  it  is 
the  virtually  unanimous  consensus  of 
historians  and  students  that  it  was 
rightfully  rejected.  Douglas  did  his  ut- 
most at  the  time;  his  keen  brain  could 
think  of  no  better  solution  than  he  put 
forward — and  it  was  acceptable  neither 
North  nor  South.  Instead,  it  split  his 
party  and  permitted  the  triumph  of  Lin- 
coln. 

We  now  know  more  about  the  causes 
of  the  conflict  than  Douglas,  or  even  Lin- 
coln, for  that  matter,  but  it  is  time  and 
not  ability  which  has  given  us  the  wis- 
dom. There  is  no  particular  object  in 
pointing  out  any  new  ways  now  for  pre- 
venting the  Civil  War. 


GEORGE  F .  MILTON 
PRESIDENT  A  EDITOR 


W.  C.  JOHNSON 
VICE-PRES.  &  GEN.  MGR. 


THE  CHATTANOOGA  NEWS 

THE  CHATTANOOGA  NEWS  CO.,  PUBLISHERS 

CHATTANOOGA,  TENNESSEE 

August  1,  1931. 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Tfarren,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co., 
Historical  Research  Foundation, 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren :- 

Some  time  ago,  I  think,  I  wrote  invoking  your  assistance 
in  gathering  material  for  the  Douglas  book  upon  "which  I  am  now  at  work. 
I  am  wondering  if  I  can  now  lay  "before  you  more  specific  information 
as  to  the  exact  type  of  aid  I  wish. 

Early  this  spring,  I  discovered  at  Greensboro,  North  Car- 
olina, an  old  box  filled  with  some  twenty  thousand  letters  written  "oy^y 
Stephen  A.  Douglas.     Since  this  discovery,  my  time  has  been  o^cvipied  by 
reading  these  letters,  and  having  notes  copied  from  them.    I  have  also 
had  them  classified  by  the  states  of  the  writers,  in  the  hope  that  I 
would  be  able  to  find,  either  in  the  historical  collections  or  in  private 
hands,  Douglas*  answers  to  these  various  people  who  wrote  him. 

I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  inclosing  the  list  of  the  people 
in  your  state  who  wrote  Senator  Douglas.     I  would  appreciate  very  much 
if  you  could  tell  me  whether  there  are  on  hand  in  the  historical  collec- 
tions of  your  state  manuscript  collections  of  any  of  these  persons  and 
whether  such  manuscript  collections  contain  letters  from  Senator  Douglas 
in  response  to  the  letters  written  him. 

In  the  event  that  there  are  no  such  letters  on  hand  in  your 
historical  collection,  I  am  wondering  if  you  happen  to  know  of  any  living 
rels.tives  or  descendants  of  these  various  people  who  wrote  Senator  Douglas j 
I  would  be  very  much  indebted  to  you  for  information  on  this  point,  for 
I  would  like  to  write  to  them,  on  the  chance  that  they  might  still  possess 
their  relatives  old  letters,  and  thus  Douglas'  answers  might  come  to  light. 

I  am  aware  that  this  is  a  very  heavy  job  that  I  am  undertaking, 
'but  it  is  one  which  I  feel  is  well  worth  doing,  and  it  is  one  in  which, 
with  your  assistance,  I  believe  some  extraordinarily  valuable  new  source 
of  material  can  be  discovered. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your  information  and  assistance, 

I  am 

Faithfully  yours, 
GFM:B  /  f  \ 


AftgMlt  \  1931 


Mr*  Oeoro  tm  SSil  ton 
She  Chcttaaoog*  Mews 
CSUattanooga,  Tessa* 

£iy  dear  Mr,  Lliltoni 

Tour  let  tar  with  !Sia  vary  interesting  Hat 
of  Douglas  correepondants  in  Indians,  Is  before  ma, 

At  agr  earliest  convenience  I  will  raafre 
aorae  investigation  a*  to  the  availability  of  manuscript 
collections  and  advise  yea  of  qqt  success  as  soon  as  any 
inf  smtHoB  ol"  value  develops* 

X  believe  I  would  writs  to  the  Custodian 
of  the  Lincoln  Collection  in  Brown  University  and  also 
the  Lincoln  Department  of  the  Itatington  Library  at 
Sainarino,  Calif  ornia.    Kaey  ham  HHMl  I2erogta3 

letters  ill  their  files. 

I  m  very  sure  that  your  efforts  will  be 
well  worth  While  and  shall  watch  with  Interest  the 
prosjresa  wMch  you  maloe  in  giving  us  a  better  conr» 
cerptlon  of  DoogpLas* 

Very  BlaeoraXy  yours, 


LAWjMH 

I*  A.  -f/arrs» 


L  iu  ,     Director     — ^ 

Lincoln  Historical  Roosareh  Foundation 
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pagS  2  - 

oont • , 
1859- 

Wilson,  M. 
Brown,  A.  H» 
James,  Gordon 
Felton,  C.  C. 

Hendricks,  Thos.  A* 
Tarkington,  VI,  C. 
Craven,  J.  A* 

1860- 

Read,  Ezra 
Hann,  A.  T. 
Miller,  E.  M. 
Wick,  ti  W.t 
Eddy,  Norman 
Harrington,  H.  !• 
Howe,  James 
Buskirk,  Samuel  H. 
Smith,  Jer. 
Arbuthnot ,  John 
Jones,  Aquilla, 
Ryan,  James  B. 
Bfanner,  Gordon, 
Reynolds,  Levi, 
Nowland,  J.  H.  B., 
Knott,  Lucy, 
Hull,  M.  R. , 
Hathaway,  Gilbert 
Mitchell,  J.  ,  .  S., 

1861- 

Poor,  John 
Ovsen,  Dale, 

1856- 

English,  W.  H. 


Shelbyville 

Indianapolis 

it 

Cambridge 
Indianapolis 

n 

Hardinsburg, 


Indianapolis 
Columbus , 
Lewisville 
Indianapolis 

Madison 
Lafayette 
Blooming ton 
Winches tern 
Princeton 

Indianapolis 
« 

Monti cello 
Jeff ersonville 
B  lair  svi  lie 
Dublin 

Goshen 


Ogden 

Indianepolis 


IHDIAEA 

1858- 
Law,  John, 

1855- 

wright,  Joseph 
Brown,  *rw  3* 

1856 

Fierce ,  ?;inelow  8* 
Brown,  Austin  H» 

1857- 

Mace,  Daniel 
Huntington,  I*  M. 
I  liieon,  Geo*  t« 
Vewter,  David  $« 
Williams,  G.  i  . 
Cooke,  J.  H» 
Colton,  C*  ff«|  X 
smith,  Wm*  K. 
Havey,  Alvin  P. 
Sweet,  Geo*  H. 

1848- 

Kersehaval,  £d.  J., 
Brown,  ■  •  A« 
Drusmond,  W.  W* 
Dunn,  John  ?♦ 
Buckley,  3\  8» 
Puett,  M  St 
MeCarty    ,  I.  Hi 
Hackleman , 
Spooner,  Ben  J, 
Young,  John 
?ents,  H.  f«* 
Cooke,  J •  K. 
Hascall,  C*  £• 
Hall,  S. 
Palmer,  K.  B. 
Brown,  &«  H# , 

1859- 

Belson,  A., 
Lynch,    M.  J« 
Wallace,  Lewis 
MeCarty,  f«  M« 
Hiee,  W,  C* 
Whittlesey,  ? 
Elliott,  W.  J. 


a 


;;vansville 


Indianapolis 

■ 


m 


Lafayette 
Terra  Haute 
Franklin 

ft 

Terre  Haute 
Indianapolis 
Cumberland 
Mt«  Vernon 

Laforte 


Indianapolis 

Michigan  City 

Indianapolis 

Muncio 

Roekville 

Indianapol  e 

Ruehville 

Lawrenceburg 

Indianapolis 

Jefferson 

Indianapolis, 

Goshen 

Logans  ;;ort 

Indianapolis, 


Hew  Lebanon 
Indianapolis 

Kelly e villa 
Lebanon 
Evansville 
Indianapolis 


